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Bryce Hospital is an Alabama treasure. Along with its rich and long history, Bryce's main building is nationally significant for its architectural plan, which changed the way mental
health facilities were designed by the mid-19th century.

Characterized by a series of wings stepped back from a central core, this design provided rooms with natural sunlight and privacy, spaces clearly earmarked for different uses,
and many other features not seen in earlier mental health institutions. The plan reflected a major change in the philosophy behind caring for the mentally ill. Many scholars
recognize Bryce Hospital as being the best example of this revolutionary plan.

Originally known as the Alabama Insane Hospital, Bryce Hospital was designed in 1852 by nationally renowned Philadelphia architect Samuel Sloan and his partner, John
Stewart. The architects designed the hospital to specifications of Dr. Thomas Kirkbride, the leading 19th-century authority in the mental health field and creator of the "Kirkbride
Linear Plan." 

During the mid-to-late 19th century, Bryce Hospital became the primary design model used for more than 100 U.S. and Canadian asylums.

Today, Bryce Hospital is one of only five surviving -- completely intact -- examples in the country. While other linear-plan hospitals still exist, most have either lost their flanking
wings or have been altered over the years. This is why Bryce's "Kirkbride Linear Plan" must be preserved in its entirety.

With its original plan intact, Bryce Hospital is a place of national significance in telling the story of American mental health care.

Frank White

Executive director

Alabama Historical Commission

Montgomery

CITY'S POPULATION　

Projects would help end decline　

Birmingham, once a leader among Southern cities with a burgeoning population of some 340,000, has nose-dived in recent decades.

Freeways took numerous homes, and many people had to find other places to live, often relocating outside the restrictive city limits. Later, thousands of others left, opposing
forced school integration and moving to the suburbs where their children could attend all-white schools. They now are accepting integration, as an increasing number of black
families choose to move to the suburbs to offer themselves better living conditions.

Where does this leave Birmingham? Faced with the possibility of Birmingham losing its position as Alabama's largest city, we must try hard to keep this from happening.
Improvements have come too slowly. The domed stadium is still unbuilt, the multifaceted transportation setup is not yet a reality. A bright spot, the Railroad Park, although not
completed, is a jump ahead of the other projects.

Maybe when these long-awaited improvements become reality, Birmingham can avoid losing its status as Alabama's largest city and possibly dropping to as low as four. At stake
is loss of prestige as well as considerable federal funds.

Dalton Stephenson

Birmingham

BILL BOLEN　

Newscaster served area well　

We wish to pay honor to a local citizen who has brought decades of comfort, happiness and service to people in our metro area. That man is Bill Bolen, or as he is also known,
"The Colonel."

Bolen served his nation and his state in the U.S. Air Force and the Air National Guard and Reserves. He also served our metro area as a newscaster for decades. He worked at
Channel 42, and since 1969, he has been at Fox 6.

He is a rare individual in that he has been in the media 61 years, and yet, remarkably, he is so well-respected that he has not stepped on anyone's toes during that time. It
seems like most media persons manage to offend at least a few people when they have long careers, but Bolen is well thought of by all.

Bolen has seen Birmingham at its best, and he has seen Birmingham at its worst. He's been with us every step of the way.

Bolen's last day at Fox 6 was Friday.

Best wishes and God bless you, Bill Bolen. You have served your fellow metro Birmingham citizens well.

Mark and Tim Elders

Birmingham


