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Matthew Foster works with his life coach LaChandra Madison in his home in Vestavia Hills, Thursday, October

23, 2014. Madison works with Foster on social and life skills. (Tamika Moore/tmoore@al.com)
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MONTGOMERY, Alabama (http://www.al.com/politics/) --- The waiting list is

bigger that a lot of towns in the state: More than 3,100 people.

They are people with intellectual disabilities, once called mental retardation, awaiting

services that might help them find new independence and help parents struggling to be

caregivers and breadwinners, too.

Alabama doesn't put up enough money to cover everybody who is eligible.

"This waiting list needs to be zero," said Nabella Shunnarah, a widow who lives in

Hoover and takes care of her 37-year-old daughter, Lori.

Courtney Tarver, an associate commissioner for the Alabama Department of Mental

Health, said a $15 million boost in the budget would significantly shorten the list.

The state dollars match federal dollars, and open the way for more people to qualify for

Medicaid.

At present, about 5,800 people with intellectual disabilities receive help from the state

through two programs. One offers housing, such as group settings; the other is for those

living at home.

Borrow and patch

The waiting list has been around for more than a decade. In fact, funding is a perennial

issue for a plethora of state services.

For fiscal 2016, the state General Fund confronts a shortfall estimated at $200 million

to $250 million. Where lawmakers might find revenue, or make cuts, is a guessing

game. Their 2015 regular session starts in March.

State Sen. Arthur Orr, R-Decatur, who chairs the Senate's General Fund committee,

said it's too early to say whether the Legislature would be in position to award more to

Mental Health. Deep cuts have bled the agency during the recent national recession, its

budget falling from $144 million in 2008 to $104 million in each of the last three years.

One-time revenue streams, like federal stimulus funds, helped close the gap for a while

until drying up in 2012.

Good and bad days

Shunnarah's daughter, Lori, was diagnosed with pervasive developmental disorder at

age 4. She also has emotional problems.
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On her good days, the girl likes to go the Exceptional Foundation center in Homewood,

which works with special-needs youths and adults.

Lately, Lori's condition has deteriorated and she sleeps most of the day. She's often

confused, and unable to undertake even the simplest tasks.

Shunnarah tutors UAB students in English but can't work full-time because of the

demands as Lori's caregiver.

Terry Pezent, executive director of The Arc of Alabama, said she gets calls for help every

week from families. Baby boomer-age parents worry about what will happen to their

disabled son or daughter after they are gone or get too old to tend to them.

Often, one parent or the other has gone without a regular job for years, devoting the

days to care-giving.

"The economic impact is huge, not only for the individual, but for the state as well," said

Chris Stewart, president and CEO of ARC of Jefferson County.

Building independence

People with intellectual disabilities need to work, find a measure of independence, and

do as much as they can for themselves, advocates say. The state services, they say, fill in

the gaps.

Services under the Medicaid waiver, for example, provide job coaching, occupational

therapy, physical therapy, behavior therapy, respite care and more. It's those few hours

of support, and the hope of progress, advocates say, that rekindle a care-giver's energy.

It was once common for disabled people to languish in large state institutions. Now, the

goal is to live with family members, or in apartments or in group homes. The change is

like the shift in treatment of mental illness, moving from institutional to

community-based care.

James Tucker, a lawyer with the Alabama Disabilities Advocacy Program, said the state

has done an adequate job of evolving, providing new mental health resources at the

community level.

But thorns, like the waiting list, remain to pierce and prick.  "The state says they're

eligible, but we can't serve them," Tucker said.

Said state Mental Health Commissioner James Reddoch: "Looking at it globally, it has

been a very successful transition."

Still, he agreed, "There are always bumps in the road ...  When you've got someone

you're trying to take care of at home, they'd like to hear more than, 'We've got them on
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the waiting list.'"

Contributing to community

Susan Ellis of Vestavia Hills always had high expectations for her son, Matthew Foster,

31, who has Down syndrome.

Foster was involved with his peers in public school and worked since he was a teen.

These days, he has a job at Chuck E Cheese, entertaining children as the costumed

mouse that gives the restaurant its name. It's a perfect fit, his mother says, because he

likes to entertain and likes children.

Foster spent about eight years on the waiting list for intellectual disability services,

getting them when he was 28. He receives 20 hours a week in personal care assistance,

including help with maintaining his apartment, paying bills and shopping.

Ellis, 64, said it's reassuring to see her son growing on his own and thriving.

"I don't want people to pity my son," said Ellis, state coordinator for People First of

Alabama, an advocacy group for disabled people. "He makes our community better."
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Newest | Oldest

Nov 2, 2014

Oct 27, 2014

Jenna R. (http://connect.al.com/user/jreyn803/index.html)

DriverK (http://connect.al.com/user/DriverK/index.html)

Sign in

  

 (http://connect.al.com/user/jreyn803/index.html)"On her good days, the girl likes to go the Exceptional Foundation center in Homewood, which
works with special-needs youths and adults."

If the author of this article is going to seemingly support increased funding and awareness for
rights of people with disabilities, he should proof read his writing. " The girl" he's referring to is a
37 year of woman. That's degrading. And what happened to people-first language?
"Special-needs youth?" Put the people first. Those are youth and adults that happen to have
special needs, different needs, exceptionalities. Before you start demeaning the government,
check yourself and how you treat people different than you. Change must start somewhere.

Like Reply

 (http://connect.al.com/user/DriverK/index.html)So much waste in our government spending . . . providing care IN A PERSON'S HOME is the
most economical way to support families and prevent out of home care due to caregiver health
issues that are often the direct result of too much stress related to constant caregiving. Nursing
home care, last I confirmed several year ago, was averaging $6,500.00 a month! To provide in
home care for just 10-20 hours per week is only $600.00-$1,200.00 a  month! The dollars do
NOT pay for room and board . . that is paid for with the person's Social Security and/or
Supplemental Security Income . . . try finding an apartment, pay utility bills, pay for transportation
and buy groceries on $700,00/month as an individual! There are lots of unanswered questions
here . . . why can people not live together and combine their hours to stretch state dollars? Why
can people not combine their money? It's ridiculous that if someone is considered to be receiving
"support" their check is cut down even more! Why can providers of residential programs have
several people living in one home/apartment, charge them room and board, pick their food,
where they go on vacation, who their roommates are, etc., but when families try to combine
resources to allow these individuals much more control over their lives, they do not "qualify" to do
this . . , all funding/support is halted? Until people with disabilities can live in homes of their
choosing that are affordable . . homes without sprinkler systems (does your home have one?), in
their inherited family mobile with a hole in the floor (the same one they have lived in with their
family for years and all they've ever known . . where THEY WANT to live!), etc., they will continue
to be discriminated against and have to live in group homes that are "certified" (is your home
"certified"?) by the state, nursing homes, etc. We need services and housing completely
separated! People with disabilities need to own/rent their own homes (ANY home they choose!)
and hire and fire workers as they see fit . . . not have to live in group homes/nursing homes and

 

41 comments

Post comment as...
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Oct 27, 2014

Oct 27, 2014

Oct 27, 2014

Dana Howell (http://connect.al.com/user/dana_howell_1/index.html)

RealBottomLine (http://connect.al.com/user/RealBottomLine/index.html)

USMC1956 (http://connect.al.com/user/USMC1956/index.html)

be moved around like pegs on a board with very limited choices . . even the new regulations that
require a lease are ridiculous . . does anyone really think that someone is stirring up a fuss about
the services they are receiving is really going to have their lease renewed? No, they will have to
move, most likely to an area of town where they do not know anyone. So what do you think is
going to happen? The status quo, no complaining because they know they do NOT have a
CHOICE! Just like everything else . . . it's always about the money . . . and legislators who do not
want to rock the boat with providers/individuals who may cause them an election vs doing what
is right. Families, get to Montgomery and make your voices heard . . . otherwise your child's
disability will continue to make other's wealthy . . yes, some providers do pay their Executive
Directors salaries that put them in the top 10% of income earners! Renting homes to the very
people they serve is a "cash cow"! 

Like Reply

Alabama leads the nation in the birth rate of children with intellectual disabilities, formerly known
as retardation. Is anyone trying to figure out why?

Like Reply

Oct 27, 2014Dana Howell (http://connect.al.com/user/dana_howell_1/index.html)
 (http://connect.al.com/user/dana_howell_1/index.html)31 births per 1000 in Alabama are retarded children vs. a national average of 11.

Like Reply

Oct 27, 2014odd1in (http://connect.al.com/user/odd1in/index.html)
 (http://connect.al.com/user/odd1in/index.html)@Dana Howell (http://connect.al.com/user/dana_howell_1/index.html)

First, your use of the word "retarded children" is offensive and ignorant,
especially after noting the term is antiquated.  Secondly, that statistic is
from 1993, so it is well outdated.  Those statistics are based on the number
of children receiving disability, not an actual statistic of the number of
children with intellectual disabilities.  Alabama is a welfare state, so our
number there is going to be elevated.  There is no ONE reason.  Low birth
weight, teen pregnancy, drug abuse are probably the major contributors. 

Like Reply

Too bad that so many people are improperly using those funds. These are the truly disabled
people and they deserve the help.

-RBL

1 Like (http://connect.al.com/user/odd1in/index.html) Reply

These people are on social security , the state needs to take this money and put theses folks in
an institution that can care for them! 

Like Reply

Oct 27, 2014odd1in (http://connect.al.com/user/odd1in/index.html)
 (http://connect.al.com/user/odd1in/index.html)@USMC1956 (http://connect.al.com/user/USMC1956/index.html) WHY put these

people in institutions instead of providing them with the training needed to assist them
toward employment?  Your opinion is a huge part of the problem.  You obviously do
not have a member with a disability since you can cold-hardheartedly suggest they
need to be institutionalized.  The article isn't about rabid animals.  These people have
families who love them and do not want to ship them off to an institution as was done
back in the 60's.  Many of these people are happy and loving and just were cursed
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Oct 27, 2014

Oct 27, 2014

DonaldDunlap (http://connect.al.com/user/dd47937/index.html)

DonaldDunlap (http://connect.al.com/user/dd47937/index.html)

with the unfortunate incident of not being born perfect.  They do not deserve
institutionalization.  If the funding allocated for programs was properly used, then
many of these people could be trained as children to be productive citizens so that
they aren't a "burden" on society.  

Like Reply

One of the problems that exists at the state & federal level.  Spending is not prioritized.

There are programs and just plain spending that are a low priority.   You and I have to make
these decisions in our homes.    We do not have unlimited dollars and neither does the state or
federal government.    

Like Reply

In the article, it states that Alabama was doing ok until the federal subsidies stopped.   This is the
problem with so many programs today.    The Washington politician’s  start the program sending
money to the states and then quit sending the money.   This makes them look good and gets
them votes.   The state must then come up with the money with a tax increase.   The Washington
politicians don’t want to raise taxes for obvious reasons, they would be thrown out.    They get
the voters accustomed to some program and when the state can not fully fund it, the state get
blamed for the problems and the Washington politicians go on to the next program .   We see the
states with some of the highest taxes in the country that are struggling now as these programs
are demanding even more money.     There must be a stopping point .

1 Like (http://connect.al.com/user/serfsup/index.html) Reply

Oct 27, 2014Bo Alawine (http://connect.al.com/user/thebigkahuna180/index.html)
 (http://connect.al.com/user/thebigkahuna180/index.html)@DonaldDunlap (http://connect.al.com/user/dd47937/index.html) 

Hmmmm.

Apparently, the reality that fiscal conservatives (such as those like DonalDunlap) who
are constantly decrying the amount of federal spending and who have been
successful at slashing federal funding for all manner of social programs hasn't entered
the Blissful Cocoon of Conservative Ignorance.

Irony abounds.

 (http://media.fyre.co

/oSmKO2GiSdWKJjxBgsKi_IronyMeter1.gif)

2  (http://connect.al.com/user/SECorBust2/index.html)

Like(http://connect.al.com/user/grp93/index.html) Reply

Oct 27, 2014

DonaldDunlap (http://connect.al.com/user/dd47937/index.html)
 (http://connect.al.com/user/dd47937/index.html)
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Oct 27, 2014

Oct 27, 2014

experienced (http://connect.al.com/user/expperiencedd/index.html)

kikismama (http://connect.al.com/user/kikismama/index.html)

@Bo Alawine (http://connect.al.com/user/thebigkahuna180
/index.html) @DonaldDunlap (http://connect.al.com/user/dd47937
/index.html) Yes BO, and you and your fellow travelers believe the solution
to all the nations problems is to throw money at it or come up with a new
federal program.     You lack the ability to identify the source of the problem
and work or correcting it or haven't the foggiest idea of how to solve any
problems.

Like Reply

Oct 27, 2014

SECorBust (http://connect.al.com/user/SECorBust2
/index.html) (http://connect.al.com/user/SECorBust2/index.html)

@DonaldDunlap (http://connect.al.com/user/dd47937
/index.html) @Bo Alawine (http://connect.al.com
/user/thebigkahuna180/index.html)

This problem.  What about this particular one?

Like Reply

It's my understanding that folks on disability can earn some money without impacting their
benefits. Across the street from me are several independent living units. They are one bedroom
apts (duplexes), with 24 hour staff present. These folks work in our community, they participate in
our community. Those who are able shop on their own, others shop with professional staff. All
who live there work at jobs, one bakery is fully staffed with special needs individuals, others work
for the city doing grounds and maintenance work, some fabricate custom packaging and some
work in high tech helping to assemble robots. Folks with these mental disabilities are fully
integrated into the community. 

Over the years I've heard comments from a few visitors who have said there are too many
'retards' here. No sugar their not 'retards' they are my neighbors. When our neighborhood is  on
alert to evacuate due to fire or flood, the counselors and residents go door to door in order to
assist us getting our cars and pets ready for evacuation. 

Alabama is doing it wrong. The state should be looking at other states who have functioning
models of how to assist these individuals and their families. Yea it's gonna take money, the ARC
cannot do it all.  Funding is needed for those who need attendants and heavy supervision and
care, and good caregivers need to be educated and trained and paid a living wage. 

2  (http://connect.al.com/user/grp93/index.html)  (http://connect.al.com

Like/user/ElizaChotard19/index.html) Reply

Our church sends a large group of hand-selected high school kids to an assisted living
community for intellectually disabled adults several times a year.  They spend many days with
these people, just hanging out with them, helping out in the community, doing jobs, and being a
part of their lives.  According to the kids that have experienced this, it is one of the most
rewarding things they've ever been a part of.  Even years later, they point back to the experience
of being with the people there and doing for them and spending time with them, as one of the
experiences they're most thankful to have had.

I truly pray that, as they become adult voters in the state of Alabama, they will take a look at the
way "conservative Christian" lawmakers and politicians treat these people by their decisions -
these dear people whom the kids have come to love so much and whose needs they desperately
want to see abundantly met - and that they will choose to use their votes to make change
happen in a state that COULD be great.  Alabama could be, if we'd only try to just take care of
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Oct 26, 2014

Oct 26, 2014

Blackfoot Cat (http://connect.al.com/user/Blackfootcat/index.html)

1moon (http://connect.al.com/user/1moon/index.html)

people and children and the less-fortunate and education, without all the whining about partisan
crap.  Who freakin' cares if you look like a "liberal" if you decide that it truly disgusts you that our
policymakers won't do better for those who are struggling or disabled, or if you've had it with the
lack of concern our state conservatives have for education!  If being in favor of expanding
Medicaid to help people like those in the article above, or being against the refusal to properly
sustain education efforts in ALL schools (not just the pet school systems that we can show off to
the country) means you're "liberal," then maybe - just maybe - you'll realize that Jesus was a
"liberal," too!  

2  (http://connect.al.com/user/grp93/index.html)  (http://connect.al.com

Like/user/ElizaChotard19/index.html) Reply

Unless you have a family member who is intellectually disabled or autistic, you have no idea
what a daily struggle this is.  While it is true that some autistic people are very bright, most are of
average intelligence, or below, and they struggle just to be employed and function on a daily
basis.  And, one of the biggest areas of hassle and misunderstanding come from churches.  

My church (the United Methodist) had a pastor a couple of years back who made VERY
offensive jokes about those with mental disabilities, both in small groups, and from the pulpit.
The senior pastor actually defended and supported her!  Needless to say, the families of people
with mental disabilities left our church in DROVES, and have not returned, nor will they.

Jesus told us to care for "the least of these".  If you claim to be a Christian, and you think the
current situation is A-Okay because YOU don't have to pay for it, you need to read your Bible,
and then, get down on your knees and beg God to forgive you.

Like so many other ways that the needy suffer in Alabama, this is a shame and a travesty.

5  (http://connect.al.com/user/odd1in/index.html)  (http://connect.al.com

/user/ElizaChotard19/index.html)  (http://connect.al.com/user/expperiencedd/index.html)

Like(http://connect.al.com/user/steven_s/index.html) Reply

Oct 27, 2014kikismama (http://connect.al.com/user/kikismama/index.html)
 (http://connect.al.com/user/kikismama/index.html)@Blackfoot Cat (http://connect.al.com/user/Blackfootcat/index.html) Very, VERY

well said!

2  (http://connect.al.com/user/grp93/index.html)

Like(http://connect.al.com/user/ElizaChotard19/index.html) Reply

Speaking of a lottery (below), I stopped in Ga on my way home from the UT UA game. I bought
some tickets and the lady said the Bama folks had bought out all the scratch offs and untold lotto
tickets. She said it was one of the busiest lotto days that she could remember. 

I also noticed all the nice schools in Maryville and Leinor City. Alabama loses ground every day
to neighboring states.

1 Like (http://connect.al.com/user/grp93/index.html) Reply

Oct 26, 2014catoyounger (http://connect.al.com/user/catoyounger/index.html)
 (http://connect.al.com/user/catoyounger/index.html)@1moon (http://connect.al.com/user/1moon/index.html) Have you not seen all the

nice new schools here in Alabama?

1 Like (http://connect.al.com/user/serfsup/index.html) Reply

Oct 26, 20141moon (http://connect.al.com/user/1moon/index.html)
 (http://connect.al.com/user/1moon/index.html)@catoyounger (http://connect.al.com/user/catoyounger

/index.html) @1moon (http://connect.al.com/user/1moon/index.html)

 (http://connect.al.com/user/Blackfootcat/index.html)

 (http://connect.al.com/user/umgrizz1/index.html)
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Oct 26, 2014

Oct 26, 2014

Oct 26, 2014

Oct 26, 2014

falls (http://connect.al.com/user/9falls/index.html)

dervish (http://connect.oregonlive.com/user/sam_kim/index.html)

08trey023 (http://connect.al.com/user/08trey023/index.html)

serfsup (http://connect.al.com/user/serfsup/index.html)

Oct 26, 2014umgrizz1 (http://connect.al.com/user/umgrizz1/index.html)

Oct 26, 2014

Blackfoot Cat (http://connect.al.com/user/Blackfootcat/index.html)

Sure. There are a few. Most are falling down and we use mobile office
trailers as classrooms.

Like Reply

@catoyounger @1moon No, but I have seen A LOT of
dilapidated, worn out schools all over this state because I travel
for my education job. Believe me, there are schools in both
Birmingham and Jefferson County that should have been
condemned YEARS ago, but are still in daily use by children
and teachers.  Get outside of our area and it only gets worse.
MUCH worse.

Like Reply

@1moon (http://connect.al.com/user/1moon/index.html) I live in Alabama and
work in Georgia. A large percentage of lottery sales are to Alabama residents.  We
support Georgia students and their tuition waivers with our money daily..

2  (http://connect.al.com/user/Blackfootcat/index.html)

Like(http://connect.al.com/user/1moon/index.html) Reply

It's a shame that these most deserving people have to share benefits with the scores of people
that have no business drawing disability.

3  (http://connect.al.com/user/odd1in/index.html)  (http://connect.al.com

Like/user/serfsup/index.html)  (http://connect.al.com/user/umgrizz1/index.html) Reply

One thing a lot of my fellow conservatives do not wish to acknowledge:  The lesser of us will
eventually be swallowed by the social competition.  The language of politics recognizes this
seemingly harsh reality.  Closet conservatives remain PC while faux liberals can pretend
guilt-free chauvinism.  The intellectually challenged should not be granted equal rights?  Yah yah
I'm a fascist pig.

Like Reply

Oct 26, 2014

Oct 26, 2014

catoyounger (http://connect.al.com/user/catoyounger/index.html)

Steven S (http://connect.al.com/user/steven_s/index.html)

 (http://connect.al.com/user/catoyounger/index.html)@dervish (http://connect.oregonlive.com/user/sam_kim/index.html) ???

Like Reply

 (http://connect.al.com/user/steven_s/index.html)@dervish (http://connect.oregonlive.com/user/sam_kim/index.html) What is that
even supposed to mean?

1 Like (http://connect.al.com/user/ElizaChotard19/index.html) Reply

One big tax payer from this state waiting to hear that his taxes are going down, (aka me).

Like Reply
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Absent in the article is the amount of SSI and Medicaid payments the two disabled persons
receive each month. What is that amount? If they each receive $1,900 a month tax free in
disability payments, then the payments are supposed to be used to pay for their food, shelter,
transportation, self-help training, etc. Their health insurance is provided through Medicaid so
their health care is provided to them free.

Like Reply

Oct 26, 2014

Oct 26, 2014

Oct 26, 2014

Oct 26, 2014

experienced (http://connect.al.com/user/expperiencedd/index.html)

experienced (http://connect.al.com/user/expperiencedd/index.html)

chiltonian (http://connect.al.com/user/chiltonian/index.html)

Blackfoot Cat (http://connect.al.com/user/Blackfootcat/index.html)

 (http://connect.al.com/user/expperiencedd/index.html)@serfsup (http://connect.al.com/user/serfsup/index.html) What's your beef?

1 Like (http://connect.al.com/user/ElizaChotard19/index.html) Reply

 (http://connect.al.com/user/expperiencedd/index.html)@serfsup (http://connect.al.com/user/serfsup/index.html) $1900 a month? Where
are you getting this figure from?

3  (http://connect.al.com/user/odd1in/index.html)

(http://connect.al.com/user/ElizaChotard19/index.html)  (http://connect.al.com

Like/user/RecalcitrantOne/index.html) Reply

 (http://connect.al.com/user/chiltonian/index.html)@serfsup (http://connect.al.com/user/serfsup/index.html)  They are not getting
that for SSI payments.  Medicaid provides insurance, not cash.  SSI might pay $500 a
month or close to it.  State services for the disabled are pretty abysmal.

1 Like (http://connect.al.com/user/odd1in/index.html) Reply

Oct 26, 2014

Bo Alawine (http://connect.al.com/user/thebigkahuna180/index.html)
 (http://connect.al.com/user/thebigkahuna180/index.html)@chiltonian (http://connect.al.com/user/chiltonian

/index.html) @serfsup (http://connect.al.com/user/serfsup
/index.html) 

You have to understand that, in the world of conservatives,
anyone receiving any kind of public assistance is living high on
the hog.

3  (http://connect.al.com/user/odd1in/index.html)

(http://connect.al.com/user/ElizaChotard19/index.html)  (http://connect.al.com

Like/user/RecalcitrantOne/index.html) Reply

 (http://connect.al.com/user/Blackfootcat/index.html)@serfsup (http://connect.al.com/user/serfsup/index.html) Sorry, but I have to call
BS on you and your figures.  A disabled person in Alabama receives about $700 a
month, not the $1,900 you claim.  I know many autistic people who are not even ON
disability, but cannot get health insurance because our ignorant governor will not
expand Medicaid, but will throw billions at a company that never provided a single job
in Alabama!  Those same people might be able to hold down some kind of job and
NOT have to be on disability IF they had access to Medicaid.

4  (http://connect.al.com/user/odd1in/index.html)

(http://connect.al.com/user/ElizaChotard19/index.html)  (http://connect.al.com

/user/expperiencedd/index.html)  (http://connect.al.com/user/kikismama

Like/index.html) Reply

Oct 27, 2014odd1in (http://connect.al.com/user/odd1in/index.html)
 (http://connect.al.com/user/odd1in/index.html)@Blackfoot Cat (http://connect.al.com/user/Blackfootcat
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Oct 26, 2014

Oct 26, 2014

experienced (http://connect.al.com/user/expperiencedd/index.html)

Bo Alawine (http://connect.al.com/user/thebigkahuna180/index.html)

/index.html) @serfsup (http://connect.al.com/user/serfsup/index.html)
exactly, Blackfoot!  I have a teen aged autistic son who has NEVER
received a drop of SSI or Medicaid because, well, he is unfortunate enough
to be born to parents who work for a living and are too ignorant to know
how to milk the system, so he is not eligible for assistance.  However, while
we are blessed, we lack the finances to provide him with the therapy that is
received by those who do qualify for gov't assistance.  The system is
severely broken and screwed.  

Like Reply

This is so sad. I actually live in a town in the PNW that is a destination for parents of children
with intellectual disabilities. We have 16 businesses that keep them employed, and a variety of
group homes and independent living situations for these lovely people. 

Shame on you Alabama. 

5  (http://connect.al.com/user/ElizaChotard19/index.html)  (http://connect.al.com

/user/kikismama/index.html)  (http://connect.al.com/user/Blackfootcat/index.html)

Like(http://connect.al.com/user/thebigkahuna180/index.html) Reply

Oct 26, 2014umgrizz1 (http://connect.al.com/user/umgrizz1/index.html)
 (http://connect.al.com/user/umgrizz1/index.html)@experienced Those that are critical of the situations these families are in probably

do not have a family member that is mentally disabled.. it is very tough and is a day to
day struggle.

3  (http://connect.al.com/user/ElizaChotard19/index.html)

(http://connect.al.com/user/Blackfootcat/index.html)  (http://connect.al.com/user/chiltonian

Like/index.html) Reply

Okay, conservatives. 

Time to step up and demonstrate how much better individual charity is than taxpayer-funded
programs and assistance.

4  (http://connect.al.com/user/ElizaChotard19/index.html)  (http://connect.al.com

/user/RecalcitrantOne/index.html)  (http://connect.al.com/user/kikismama/index.html)

Like(http://connect.al.com/user/contented/index.html) Reply

Oct 27, 2014kikismama (http://connect.al.com/user/kikismama/index.html)
 (http://connect.al.com/user/kikismama/index.html)@Bo Alawine (http://connect.al.com/user/thebigkahuna180/index.html) If only

they actually read the part of their Bible that talked about how to treat the
less-fortunate, less-able, and marginalized.  Funny thing is, when I follow the Bible as
closely as I possibly can, without trying to fit Jesus into my political affiliation or
personal prejudices but just trying to be like him and do as he said, I come down on
the "progressive" side of nearly all matters. "Conservatives" behave less and less like
Jesus by the day, as it pertains to social example, humane support, and societal
interaction.

So, I don't expect we'll be lucky enough to have them step up to the plate on this one.
 I'd love to be wrong about that, but they're all too scared of being labeled a "liberal" to
just act like Jesus for a change.

2  (http://connect.al.com/user/ElizaChotard19/index.html)
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Oct 26, 2014Siggy Sauer (http://connect.al.com/user/amg2014/index.html)

Like(http://connect.al.com/user/RecalcitrantOne/index.html) Reply

This is one of the reasons why we MUST send bentley home. One of many reasons.

6  (http://connect.al.com/user/RecalcitrantOne/index.html)  (http://connect.al.com

/user/kikismama/index.html)  (http://connect.al.com/user/Blackfootcat/index.html)

Like(http://connect.al.com/user/contented/index.html) Reply

Oct 26, 2014Kislath (http://connect.al.com/user/Kislath/index.html)
 (http://connect.al.com/user/Kislath/index.html)@Siggy Sauer (http://connect.al.com/user/amg2014/index.html) HA! You don't

really think that Griffith would do one bit better? He has the right idea of a lottery, but
has already sold that lottery's soul ( and profits ) to other interests.

Like Reply

Oct 27, 2014

RecalcitrantOne (http://connect.al.com/user/RecalcitrantOne
/index.html) (http://connect.al.com/user/RecalcitrantOne/index.html)

@Kislath (http://connect.al.com/user/Kislath/index.html) @Siggy
Sauer (http://connect.al.com/user/amg2014/index.html) 

I think Griffith would be a hell of a lot better...if for no other reason that
Bentley is such a failure, that no one could possibly be worse!  Then, I
remember where we are; a state where mediocrity (in anything other than
football) is embraced and celebrated.

1  (http://connect.al.com/user/ElizaChotard19

Like/index.html) Reply
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