
August 5, 2015
Fair / 84° F

Classifieds
South Alabama Living
Real Estate

Home
News

Covington County
Florala
Opp
Photo Galleries

Schools
Andalusia Elementary
Andalusia Middle School
AHS
Pleasant Home High School
Pleasant Home School

Sports
Sports Columnists
Andalusia High School
Straughn High School
Pleasant Home High School
Red Level High School
Florala High School
Opp High School
Parks & Recreation Authority
Lurleen B. Wallace Community
College
Andalusia Stingrays
Crimson Tide
Auburn Tigers

Opinion
Columnists
Letters to the Editor

1 of 8 8/5/2015 11:52 AM



Editorials
Lifestyles

Food
Mrs. Grundy
Birthdays
Births
Couples
Religion
Genealogy

Obituaries
Classifieds
Records

Land Transactions
Marriages
Arrests

Services
About Us
Subscribe
Policies
Terms of use
Facebook Fanpage
Twitter Feed
Submit a news tip
Submit a photo
Birth announcement
Birthday announcement
Engagement announcement
Wedding announcement
Letters to the Editor

By Michele Gerlach

2 of 8 8/5/2015 11:52 AM



Tweet 0

Tax free weekend starts Friday
Debt agreement approved by airport, entities
BEATING THE HEAT
Mental health head speaks at rotary
Bryan running for circuit judge

Published 12:05am Wednesday, August 5, 2015

Email This Post Comments

One person likes this. Be the first of your friends.LikeLike

Thirty days into his new job as commissioner of the Alabama Department of Mental Health, Jim Perdue
knows one thing for certain.

He has tough tasks ahead of him.

“We have more acronyms in mental health than we have money,” he told Andalusia Ro

Perdue

The former Crenshaw County probate judge, who for years chaired the board of the An
Central Alabama Mental Health, said mental health reform has to be in Alabama’s futur

“Most people when they think of mental health, think of mental commitments,” he said
mentally ill person who requires commitment who doesn’t require some substance to liv
We have four mental health hospitals in the state; three are closed. We’ve got to do som

Perdue said he plans to work with the Hospital Association to get more beds for mental

“Basically, we have a math problem,” he said. “So many patients and so few beds.”

Perdue said he plans to lobby the legislature not just for level services, but to increase s

“I can tell y’all are thinking, ‘There he goes. Tax and spend,’ ” he said. “But I can ment
LaFayette, La., – you have a problem that’s out there.”

He was referring to a recent mass shooting in a theater there. The shooter, who took his
recently lived in Alabama.
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There are 75 to 100 mental commitments in Covington County every year, he said. There are currently more

than 8,000 petitions for commitments in the state. And that’s just the tip of the iceberg, he said.

“A family who is rich enough takes care of it themselves. They get admitted, not committed. And yet, the
symptoms, and diagnosis may be exactly the same.”

A relatively new law puts mental health clients who have been finally committed on a list of those who cannot
buy guns. But Perdue said even with the new law, he doesn’t

expect to see an end to people walking into a public place with a gun.

“It’s not difficult to get the legislature to understand right now. They’re sympathetic,” he said. “But at the
same time, budgeting is a hard process.”

Even as he spoke the legislature was working on a General Fund budget that could include sharp cuts to state
agencies.

“If they cut our budget 10 percent, which 10 percent do I need to cut,” he said. “I’m not going to cut at Taylor
Hardin, which is our secure facility for those patients not guilty by reason of insanity.

“It’s all men. The crimes they’ve committed will make your stomach turn. So if I take m
say, ‘Give me 15 people”

Similarly, those patients who are in Bryce’s, the state mental hospital, can’t just be sent 

“We have 150 who have attempted suicide or attempted murder. They may be psychotic
schizophrenic. They have a treatable disease. It’s no different than cancer. You don’t cu

The department also provides services for the intellectually or developmentally disabled

“Once you start treating them, the law says they are entitled,” he said. “If you stop treat
government will come down your throat. We have 6,000 people under our care, and 3,0

If the department is cut, he said, the cuts will have to come in community services.
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