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A standoff with police ended in the death of a Cullman man in February, after he allegedly set fire to the Larkwood home
where he had barricaded himself. Cullman Police Chief Kenny Culpepper said police were familiar with the man, whose
ongoing mental issues had brought him into contact with law enforcement repeatedly.
Benjamin Bullard | The Cullman Times
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Editor's Note
The Cullman Times is counting down to the top local story of
2017.
Number 9: Suicides rise as mental health care facilities
Year in Review (No. 7) Avian
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close.

A growing number of suicides in Cullman County has become an
alarming issue that reflects what many local leaders feel is a
failure by the state to restore and increase funding for mental
health services.
Most of the suicides have been men, many in the prime of their
lives in the 1-36 age group. By the close of the first month of
2017, six people’s deaths in Cullman County were ruled suicides.
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In 2016, 15 total suicides were recorded, and 13 of those were
males, according to Coroner Jeremy Kilpatrick. But 2017 saw the
rate nearly double.
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Determining what led to the suicides is varied and difficult.
Hangings, gunshot wounds and drug overdoses have been the
causes of death, but the issues in those people’s lives ranged
post-traumatic stress disorder to family problems, untreated
mental health issues and drugs and alcohol, Kilpatrick said.
Mental Healthcare of Cullman Director Chris Van Dyke also notes
that the problems leading to suicide vary, but he is among those
who are troubled that the state of Alabama has left only one
hospital — Bryce — for intensive treatment of mental health
patients who are non-criminals.
Finding a bed for intensive, longterm care is frustrating because of
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the shutdown of hospitals and diminished funding, which leaves
people on the streets who need medical attention, Van Dyke said.
This also has put more pressure on law enforcement.

Cullman Police Chief Kenny Culpepper said officers are
increasingly running into situations that are challenging and
potentially deadly.
“Some of the people we see need to be in treatment, but there is
nowhere to go. This leaves their families stressed and trying to
cope and then at times have to call on law enforcement,”
Culpepper said. “We’re learning more about how we should react,
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but some of these situations wouldn’t occur if the state did a better
job of funding mental health.”
Van Dyke’s organization recently merged with Huntsville Mental
Health in an effort to gain more access to grants and assistance
for Cullman County. But he, along with law enforcement officials
such as Culpepper, are encouraging people to lobby lawmakers to
look more closely at the funding needs in mental health.
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Karla Jayne Young from Facebook

Dec 25, 2017

Mental health has long been a standing issue. Currently I work with and serve with survivors of trauma and PTSD
sufferers. The help given and the help that actually helps is difficult to navigate and difficult to find. There are so
many serious issues that need to be addressed that I don't even know when, where, and how to start the
description. And this is just in my own eyes and opinion. All I know is that when people can't find help, they seek
an escape. It's not that a sufferer typically wants to die, it's just that they don't want to live.. There are way more
contributing factors than one or two things..
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LaTonya Capps Boike from Facebook
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You can thank Obamacare for this issue.
Like

Chris Brewer from Facebook
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Why would anyone want the same government that’s responsible for the concrete dividers on 278 to be in charge
of the mental healthcare for the county or city?
Like

margerry777
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As a parent of a mentally/emotionally ill now 29 year old man, I can't tell you how frustrating it is to watch the train
wreck of what has become my sons life. Law enforcement has been his care givers off and on since he became
an adult. He has been without treatment since he became an adult.He is his own worst enemy and I have no
advice to give him that will work without professional treatment available. I have lost hope, but need to hide that
from he who has lost all hope. Nothing is offered anywhere in Alabama for men like him.Please if you care about a
person in need of help, make noise to our local politicians... write them , call them , email them make this an issue
that needs addressing now not later. What people do for the least of us they do for Jesus. If not for them do it for
Christ and make a young man whole again.Merry Christmas to all. Thank-you CPD and Cullman times for bringing
this issue out in the light.
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Cullman mental health is a joke need to get people in there that actually care not a bunch of liars that could care
less
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Brian Ramsey from Facebook
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Not surprised. So sad.
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