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BY JENNIFER COHRON, DAILY MOUNTAIN EAGLE

An organization that offers peer-based support services to individuals seeking addiction treatment is trying to
establish a foothold in Walker County.
Several representatives of the Recovery Organization of Support Specialists will be in Jasper on Saturday to hand
out literature and help connect individuals with recovery resources.
“We’re the liason between the addict and the clinical side. There is a gap there that needs to be bridged because
the addict is scared if they’ve never tried to get sober before and they usually don’t have the resources,” said
Denae Davis, a peer support specialist with ROSS.
Peer support specialists are indivduals who are living in recovery themselves and have received training to help
others navigate the various systems of care available to those seeking treatment.
Peer support specialists have at least two years of sobriety. “We are using our own experience to help other
people,” Davis said.
The group from ROSS will be set up in front of Son’s from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday.
Beginning next week, peer support specialists from ROSS will be in Walker County on a daily basis.
ROSS, a nonprofit based in Homewood, offers a range of services before and after treatment that are available to
individuals seeking recovery as well as family members.
The services include screening/intake, relapse prevention planning, crisis support and peer-led support groups.
For more information, visit www.ross4u.org or search @rossbhm4us on Facebook. To connect with a peer
support specialist assigned to Walker County, call 335-0773 or 335-0383.
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