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University of Alabama trustees to discuss
budgets, projects Thursday, Friday

Will consider purchase of additional Bryce Hospital property; would
improve campus storm drainage and create natural area for recreation

By Ed Enoch
Staff Writer
Published: Wednesday, September 11, 2013 at 8:00 p.m.

The board of trustees for the University of Alabama system is scheduled to consider
operating budgets for its three campuses, a bevy of construction projects and a
proposal to buy more of the old Bryce Hospital property from the state when it
meets this week.

The board’s committees are scheduled to meet today and Friday morning to discuss
the agenda items ahead of the meeting of the full board at 11:15 a.m. Friday at the
Sellers Auditorium in the Bryant Conference Center on the UA campus.

The proposed operating budget for UA includes $811.3 million in revenues and
$738.5 million in expenses. The fiscal year 2013 figures were $775.3 million and
$705.1 million respectively.

The UA budget predicts revenue increases from a tuition hike that went into effect
this fall but also decreases in federal grants and funding because of sequestration.

The budget anticipates increases in expenses related to compensation and benefits,
including an increase of approximately $4.7 million in matching funds for state
retirement contributions and retiree health insurance, but a 10 percent decrease in
interest payments because of the refinancing of bonds issued between 2001 and
2004.

The trustees are set to consider an option to buy 26.02 acres of land, designated the
Bryce East-McFarland property, between Campus Drive and Jack Warner Parkway
from the Alabama Department of Mental Health for $1.13 million. The wooded
property is across McFarland Drive from the east side of campus.

The property would be used to improve storm drainage infrastructure on campus
and as locations for a communications tower and a natural area for recreation,
according to the board meeting packet.

The trustees are scheduled to consider 12 agenda items for UA construction projects
in varying phases, including approving contracts with low bidders for construction of
a free-standing Fresh Food Co. building, naming an architect for the $30 million
expansion and renovation of Sewell-Thomas Stadium, and a proposal for a
free-standing 5,200-square-foot severe weather shelter on the east side of campus
near the Child Development Research Center.

Reach Ed Enoch at ed.enoch@tuscaloosanews.com or 205-722-0209.
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