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Gov. Ivey, Lawmakers Begin Election Year Session
Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey will take center stage as she gives her rst State of the State address since being catapulted to the governor's
o ce nine months ago.
Jan. 8, 2018, at 3:50 p.m.
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FILE - In this Nov. 17, 2017 le photo, Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey speaks to the media in Montgomery, Ala. Ivey will take center stage on Tuesday, Jan. 9, 2018, as
she gives her rst state of the state address since being catapulted to the governor’s o ce nine months ago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson, File) The Associated
Press

MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) — Alabama (/news/best-states/alabama) Gov. Kay Ivey will take center stage Tuesday as she gives her rst
State of the State address since being catapulted to the governor's o ce nine months ago.
snews.com%2Fnews%2Fbest-states%2Falabama%2Farticles%2F2018-01-08%2Fivey-lawmakers-begin-election-year-session%3Fsrc=usn_fb)
Ivey will lay out an agenda for the coming months from the Alabama Capitol on the opening day of the 2018 legislative session. Ivey,
s%2Fbest-states%2Falabama%2Farticles%2F2018-01-08%2Fivey-lawmakers-begin-election-year-session%3Fsrc=usn_tw&text=Gov.%20Ivey%2C%20Lawmaker
previously the state's lieutenant governor, became governor in April following the resignation of then-Gov. Robert Bentley, who stepped
down amid an ethics investigation and impeachment push in the fallout of an alleged affair with a staffer.
2Fnews%2Fbest-states%2Falabama%2Farticles%2F2018-01-08%2Fivey-lawmakers-begin-election-year-session%3Fsrc=usn_rd)
Political scientist Bill Stewart said the speech is an important moment in Ivey's new administration as she seeks the o ce in the 2018
gubernatorial race.

Stewart said Ivey enjoyed popularity simply because she represented a clean break from the scandal that engulfed her predecessor, but
now people will be looking to more from her administration.
"People need to feel comfortable with her leadership, and she needs to convince people she is worthy of a full four-year term in o ce,"
Stewart said.
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Ivey will lay out her agenda that is expected to include initiatives for education, rural broadband and corrections. One of the most
pressing budgetary matters before lawmakers this session is compliance with a court order to overhaul prison mental health care.
"Gov. Ivey's goal for this legislative session is to invest in our future, provide for our people and spend taxpayer dollars responsibly," Ivey
spokesman Daniel Sparkman said.
In seeking the governor's o ce in 2018, Ivey will face challenges from within the Republican Party and Democrats. Huntsville Mayor
Tommy Battle and state Sen. Bill Hightower are challenging Ivey in the GOP primary. On Democratic side, Tuscaloosa Mayor Walt Maddox
and former Chief Justice Sue Bell Cobb have announced runs for governor.
Like Ivey, lawmakers begin the session Tuesday under the backdrop of an election year. In addition to the governor's race, all statewide
o ces and legislative seats are up for election in 2018.
Senate President Pro Tempore Del Marsh said he expects a compressed session in which the emphasis will be on state budgets. The
session could end as soon as late March.
"Let's get in and get out as quick as possible," House Speaker Mac McCutcheon said.
The session is expected to be dominated by two major budgetary issues: prisons and the Children's Health Insurance Program.
Alabama is facing a court order to improve conditions in Alabama prisons after a federal judge last year ruled that mental health care
was "horrendously inadequate." State lawmakers will deal with the price tag of trying to comply with the ruling against the state.
McCutcheon said lawmakers would like to see to see pay increases for state employees and teachers, but it depends on available money
and health insurance costs.
The session begins at noon Tuesday.
Copyright 2018 The Associated Press (http://www.ap.org). All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or
redistributed.
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These are the states with the largest share
of people either employed or looking for
work.
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A new report ranks states on how well they
are equipped to bene t from the economy
of the future.
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Jan. 9, 2018

State regulators say they want to make sure Virginia's utility customers bene t from a corporate tax cut signed into law last month.

United Airlines to Add Nonstop Flights at Alabama Airport (https://www.usnews.com/news/beststates/alabama/articles/2018-01-09/united-airlines-to-add-nonstop- ights-at-alabama-airport?int=news-rec)
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United Airlines will increase the volume of nonstop ights into and out of one Alabama airport.
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O cials say a South Carolina teenager who was injured playing in winter weather has died.

2 Teenagers Killed While Getting Stalled Vehicle off Road (https://www.usnews.com/news/beststates/missouri/articles/2018-01-09/2-teenagers-killed-while-getting-stalled-vehicle-off-road?int=news-rec)
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Two teenagers are dead after being struck by a car while trying to get their stalled vehicle off an eastern Missouri roadway.
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The CEO of Maine-based construction company Cianbro Corp. has stepped down.

Powerful California Storm Floods
Roads, Loosens Hillsides
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Heavy rains pounding Southern California
for a second day caused ooding and
loosened hillsides as o cials in reravaged communities warned people to
stay off roads over fears of mud ows.
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One of three suspects wanted in connection with a double homicide in Sioux Falls has been taken into custody.

Homeless Man Arrested on Suspicion of Fatal Hammer Attack (https://www.usnews.com/news/beststates/california/articles/2018-01-09/homeless-man-arrested-on-suspicion-of-fatal-hammer-attack?int=news-rec)
Jan. 9, 2018

A homeless man was arrested on suspicion of using a hammer to brutally kill another man near a San Diego bus stop.
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