Mental Health advocates worried
about funding for services
in Decatur
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DECATUR, Ala. (WHNT) -- Mental Health advocates want help in Decatur.

"We don't have access to mental health care in our community. And we can fix this.
It's our town. It's our community," said Julie Collins. She and a group of other
concerned citizens and advocates came to the Decatur City Council meeting to ask
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for funding to fix the problem.
"We are here to find solutions," said Collins.

Mental Health has been fully funded in the Alabama General Fund. But in Decatur,
Collins says it's far from it. It's increasingly more expensive, she says, to get care.
And it means longer waits to get appointments. She believes local money would

make an impact.

"Local [money] helps fund the sliding fee spots for the local communities," she said,
adding that mental health centers "are funded state, federal, county, and local."

The group asked the Decatur City Council to re-fund mental health where city
contributions had been cut two years ago. Council members say these concerns
aren't lost on them, but mental health isn't the only thing Decatur has had to reduce
in recent years.

"We've got a revenue that's sitting flat," said Gary Hammon, Decatur City Council
President, "and we've got personnel costs coming up... so you've got a train wreck
waiting to happen. So that's why we're doing a lot of creative things right now."

He said funding continues to be tight into Fiscal Year 2016, and the council is going
to review a proposal for that budget at their next meeting. It doesn't leave much to
spare, he said. Also, council members argue that mental health centers get higher
amounts of money from other sources, than what the council had been providing.

Still, they don't plan to put this issue to bed just yet.

"I'm not going to say we're not going to do something on it. I'll have to get some
feedback from some of the other council members," he added, saying they could
bring it up at the next meeting or work session for discussion.

Top 10 Highest Mountains in the World

What are the worlds highest peaks?

Sponsored Content ﬂthW

10/13/2015 2:50 PM



30f6

-----

> 0:00 / 0:00 Lo

HUNTSVILLE ! -

1

THeY o

1l
Trez'ltment

ludge seeks grant to fund Sheriff: Mentallv ill inmates are
diagnosis, treatment for veterans  overrunning county jails
and mentally ill offenders

School based mental health Alabama’s new budget: No one
program continues to grow reallv wins but it's a bandaid
for now

© Follow
10/13/2015 2:50 PM



SHOALS

Marchers descend on Shoals
legislative office asking for
more funding

L |
HUNTSVILLE

Legislators address concerns about Huntsville Citv Council discusses

possible budget cuts heading into  hopes for Westlawn School

second special session property, employee pay increases
and more

© Follow
4 of 6 10/13/2015 2:50 PM



Restore Care continues battle Lawmakers: FY2016 budget may be
against State Department of good foundation for next time
Mental Health

Families wait for answers after
state decertifies local group
home provider

=

P r—
ML

5 ==

HUNTSVILLE

© Follow
50f 6 10/13/2015 2:50 PM



Citing danger of ‘irreparable harm,” TAKING ACTION: Questions,

officials order removal of residents concerns stem from Brookwood

from Madison County group home Cemetery. community meeting set
to address them
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