Get your local daily news, special offers
& more delivered right to your inbox!

SIGN UP NOW =

http://www.cullmantimes.com/news/brown-declares-may-as-mental-health-awareness-month/article_8442dd00-1239-
11e6-80cc-6b3bfbfe6bff.html

Brown declares May as Mental Health Awareness Month

Tiffeny Owens 17 hrs ago

Tiffeny Owens/ Cullman Times

Cullman County Probate Judge Tammy Brown proclaimed May 2016 Mental Health Month in Cullman County Wednesday. From left,
Cullman County Associate Commissioner Kerry Watson, Mental Healthcare of Cullman County Director Chris Van Dyke, Brown, Chief
Probate Clerk Kathy Swann and Probate Clerks Leann Pruett, Missy Marcus and Teresa Leonard.
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With more people suffering from mental disorders than cancer, lung and heart disease combined, on
Wednesday Cullman County Probate Judge Tammy Brown proclaimed May 2016 Mental Health

Awareness Month in Cullman County.

Her proclamation “encourages all citizens, government agencies, public and private institutions,
businesses and schools to recommit the community to increasing awareness and understanding of mental

illness and the need for appropriate and accessible services for all people with mental ilinesses.”

“I believe just as you do that the issues facing mental health are important and we address them daily;
however, highlighting these issues during May provides a time for people to come together and display the
passion and strength of those working to improve the lives of all Americans who are affected by mental

health conditions,” Brown said.

One in five American adults and children are affected by a mental iliness, making it the most prevalent
health problem in the country today. Unfortunately, an estimated two-thirds of adults and young people
with mental health problems are not getting the help they need.

Untreated or under-treated mental illness costs public and private employers billions of dollars annually

through absenteeism, turnover, low productive and increased medical cost.

Brown’s proclamation said Cullman County has made a commitment to community based systems of

mental health care in which all residents can receive high-quality and consumer responsive services.



The National Mental Health Association, the National Council for Community Behavioral Healthcare and
their national partners observe Mental Health Month every May to raise awareness and understanding of
mental health and illness.

Governor Bentley signed a proclamation in April proclaiming May as Mental Health Awareness month in
Alabama, and each county is signing individual proclamations.
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Birmingham Barons
MON  Regions Field | Birmingham, AL

9  (http://www.cullmantimes.com/events/
BARONS/2265231/2016-05-09T07)

Relay For Life T-Shirt Distribution N...
THU First Baptist Chur... | Cullman, AL
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FOR-LIFE-TSHIRT-DISTRIBUTION-
NIGHT/1995523/2016-05-05T17)

Leadercast 2016, a simulcast event...
Daystar Church | Cullman, AL
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Tiffeny Owens

| cover Cullman County, the cities of Hanceville and Good Hope and general assignment. I've been covering local
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government since 2008. If there's a story you think | should pursue, send me an email at towens@cullmantimes.com

or call me at 256-734-2131.
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