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Mobile jail warden concerned over number of mental health
patients

BY CHRISTIAN JENNINGS
WEDNESDAY, JULY 20TH 2016

There are more than 150 inmates on some sort of medication to address their mental illnesses. (SOURCE: WPMI)
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Local officials say the mental health population at metro jail in Mobile has been on a constant up-tick ever since the closing of Searcy
hospital in 2012.

Alabama governor Robert Bentley and the Mobile's jail warden spoke today about the problem.


javascript:void(0)
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://local15tv.com/news/local-15-today/mobile-jail-warden-concerned-over-number-of-mental-health-patients&title=&summary=&source=
mailto:?subject=A%20link%20for%20you&body=You%20should%20read%20this!%0A%0Ahttp://local15tv.com/news/local-15-today/mobile-jail-warden-concerned-over-number-of-mental-health-patients
http://local15tv.com/
http://local15tv.com/weather
http://local15tv.com/
http://local15tv.com/weather
http://local15tv.com/sports
http://local15tv.com/station
http://local15tv.com/traffic
http://myjobsdirect.com/default?id=WPMI

Mw[z‘aue is funding . Warden Trey Oliver disagrees, saying the problem goes far beyond money. é
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He says right now there are more than 150 inmates on some sort of medication to address their mental illnesses.

Governor Bentley acknowledges the problem, but blames inadequate funding in the general fund.

He also stands by the state's decision to move patients away from institutions like Searcy and into community based homes instead.

"Alabama is the model for the rest of the country dealing with mental health in what we've been able to accomplish in the last 5 years,"
Bentley said.

"Ever since Searcy closed we've seen a continual increase in our population for the mentally ill, and if anyone tells you closing Searcy was a
good idea, they're not looking at the cold hard facts." Oliver said.
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WPMI NBC 15 provides local news, weather forecasts, notices of events and items of interest in the community, sports and entertainment programming for Mobile and nearby towns and communiti\es ln the
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