Alabama Interagency Autism Coordinating Council (AIACC)
Monday, April 17, 2023

Zoom

The AIACC met on Monday, April 17, 2023, via Zoom. The meeting was called to order by Dr. Erich
Grommet. Also in attendance were Council members: Jane Elizabeth Burdeshaw, Robert Caldwell,
Tametria Conner, Erich Grommet, Heather Jones, Sarah O’Kelley, Justin Schwartz, and Chris Stewart. The
following proxies were in attendance as well: Stephanie Logan for Stephanie Azar, Collier Tynes for
Kimberly Boswell, Jenny Morris for Melanie Jones, Elisabeth Newell for Eric Mackey, Wendi Glass for
John Mascia. Also in attendance was Anna McConnell, State Autism Coordinator.

Dr. Grommet called the Council to order and welcomed participants.
The minutes from January 2023 were unanimously approved by Heather Jones and Chris Stewart.
Lead Agency Comments:

Beverly Johnson noted the availability of 988, the national suicide and crisis lifeline. ADMH has been
supporting the roll out of this in Alabama.

State Coordinator Announcements:
Vacancies announced and will be shared via enews. Please share with anyone who would have interest.
The AIACC website and the RAN page have been updated to reflect current activities and opportunities.

Ms. McConnell noted that those wishing to be on the mailing list or join a committee may sign up online
at www.autism.alabama.gov.

New Business:
0-5 Subcommittee:

Dr. O’Kelley noted that the group has developed two separate workgroups within the larger
subcommittee. One is focused on transition from Part C to Part B and the other is focused on childcare
settings/providers. These workgroups are meeting soon, and the overall Subcommittee will meet on
May 18" at 1 pm via zoom to hear initial goals of the workgroups to guide the work of our
subcommittee in the coming year. The information will be summarized at the next AIACC meeting.

The El screening pilot is continuing well, and four new sites were recently trained to be added to the
pilot to expand the impact across the state. These programs will begin using the MCHAT-R/F to screen
referred children to El beginning 5/1. Thanks to the expanding network of priority referral sites, more
opportunity for diagnostic evaluations can occur within 3-6 months of referral. We are hopeful this helps
with the transition to Part B services. There are also activities ongoing with the intervention side of the
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El pilot. Mary Beth Vick will have more information on this topic at another meeting. In collaboration
with the El pilot and with technical assistance (including training and telementoring meetings) from the
LEND/UCEDD, a second CRS clinic is beginning ASD diagnostics with children referred from our pilot
programs. Tuscaloosa has been doing this for nearly a year, and Homewood begins this week. Data
from these pilots is getting attention at national levels- with research posters presented by students at
several conferences in the last year.

6-13 Subcommittee:

Dr. Heather Jones Grommet noted the group continues to meet monthly. One member rolled off due to
relocation and 3 more joined. Email hjones@pelhamcityschools.org to participate in the committee.

The transition training series may be found at https://mh.alabama.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2023/04/Transition-Training-Series-1-1.pdf.

14-20 Subcommittee:

Dr. Erich Grommet noted that the committee continues to meet monthly when the AIACC does not hold
meetings. A response to the CWP public comment was posted:
https://medicaid.alabama.gov/documents/6.0 LTC Waivers/6.1 HCBS Waivers/6.1.9 Community Wai
ver Program/6.1.9 CWP_Waiver Amendment 10-1-22.pdf. The group will be working on a Spanish
translation addition to the Transition website. Karen Rader and a parent have identified helpful
resources — these will be available on the website as well (http://spectrum.troy.edu/chrysalis/). Thank
you to Sarah O’Kelley and AL Autism Conference for opportunity for a flyer for this committee at the
conference. There has been a recent uptick in asking to join the committee.

21+ Subcommittee:

Dr. Sarah Ryan noted the group will be meeting soon. Dr. Ryan will be training for upcoming mental
health and autism sessions around the state in partnership with RAN. Registration information will be
distributed soon.

Diagnostics and Health:

Dr. Justin Schwartz noted that the committee hadn’t met and is working to ensure appropriate
bandwidth. The committee has prioritized working to ensure that diagnostics mechanisms are well
accepted and to make sure due diligence to evaluate Autism Diagnostic Tool and other screening
initiatives occurs. The weight has been focused on early years screening and diagnosis. Another focus is
mental health access. Dr. Schwartz will be helping tomorrow at rollout of CRS autism clinic. The public
comment Dr. Grommet submitted and referenced addressed how functioning in daily life is not directly
related to ID.

Dr. Grommet noted that some of the public comment issues related to functional impairment accepted
in other states, it may take less time than assessments used by other states that result in more helpful
assessment of functioning.

Dr. Schwartz said functioning and daily life could be impacted in different ways. The goal is for people to
live as independently as they can —this can be impacted in other ways than ID. It comes down to the
right assessments to ascertain why functioning is impaired — this would be a better gateway rather than
focusing only on diagnoses (like ID).
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Regional Autism Network (RAN):
Dr. Doris Hill presented on behalf of the RAN.

Region 1 — The UAH RAN provided trainings to Adult Protective Services and made many Public
Education contacts.

Region 2 — The UA RAN made 57 direct assistance contacts, 13 technical assistance contacts, and
trainings were provided for the UA police, the police academy, and educators in Winston County. There
are also discussions of continued training with local police departments. There continues to be a need
for counseling and therapists that are trained in how to interact with those on the spectrum, how to
provide connections in the community for families, a reduction in diagnosis wait time (currently 2 years)
and services for those 18+.

Region 3 — The USA RAN participated in the El and Pre-School Conference, the Southeast Rehab
Counselors Conference, and the HIPPY conference. More events are planned in Mobile, Ardmore, and
Uniontown. Resource tables have been set up at libraries and pediatric practices. A television interview
occurred addressing the increased prevalence data. The Family Navigator and Community Liaison
continued to grow in their outreach and impact.

Region 4 — The AU RAN noted they had 63 direct assistance contacts and served 500 in training and
public awareness. Ms. Maria Gutierrez, the Family Navigator, and others participated in a Spanish radio
interview at La Jefe to provide information on services and access for autism and DD. Ms. Gutierrez
graduated from Partners in Policymaking. The AU RAN participating in trainings students in nursing
school, the AL School Counselor Conference in Montevallo, sexuality training with HTRAN that dealt with
appropriate boundaries and was in partnership with CRS.

Region 5 — The UAB RAN noted an increase in referrals recently across regions to include issues related
to multiple needs, school-based services, adult diagnostics, and ABA therapy. Over two hundred people
attended Community Education and Lunch and Learn activities, in addition to 200 resource bag
distributions, exhibiting at the Speech and Hearing Association Convention and the Birmingham Parent
Special Needs Expo, among other opportunities.

Funding and Finance Updates:

Anna McConnell noted that updated information from the Behavior Analyst Licensing Board may be
found at https://mh.alabama.gov/alabama-behavior-analyst-licensure-board/. A listing of licensees as
of February 6, 2023 may be found at https://mh.alabama.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Alabama-
Behavior-Analyst-Licensee-Roster-02.06.2023-1.pdf. There are currently 515 active licensees listed with
38 BCaBAs.

General Announcements:

Wendy Pittard noted that the Arc of Madison County is providing diagnostics for children ages 2-5. They
are working to become an ADMH Autism Services provider as well. The diagnostic clinic accepts
Medicaid and private insurance. They are partnering with pediatric practices in the area. The Arc of
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Madison can provide the testing and send to the pediatricians for a final diagnosis and can also provide
diagnoses in house.

Jenny Morris noted that Autism Support of Alabama is hosting five more walks for autism this month.
For more information, contact jenny@autism-alabama.org.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m.
Next meeting: Monday, October 16, 2023
Recording Secretary: Anna McConnell
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