Alabama Interagency Autism Coordinating Council (AIACC)
Monday, January 13, 2025

Alabama Industrial Training Institute (AIDT), 1 Technology Court, Montgomery, AL 36116

The AIACC met on Monday, January 13, 2025, at the Alabama Industrial Training Institute at 1 Technology
Court, Montgomery, AL 36116. The meeting was called to order by Chenique Jeffress. Also in attendance
were Council members: Melanie Bald, Blair Bennet, Shelby DiPilla, Erich Grommet, Heather Jones,
Caroline Kimrey, Sarah O’Kelley, and Justin Schwartz. The following proxies were in attendance as well:
Stephanie Logan for Stephanie Azar, Beverly Johnson for Kimberly Boswell, Wendi Glass for Dennis
Gilliam, and Elisabeth Newell for Eric Mackey.

Lead Agency Comments:
Welcomed attendees during wintery weather recently. Updates from ADMH include:

e Never Look Away — a two-day training in partnership with Gateway and intended to address
trauma related issues. It is anticipated those trainings will begin in the spring. Multiple training
opportunities will be made available

e ADMH received two transformation technology planning grants. One is for community-based
service approaches for SMI/SED population. Will work with facilities in Tuscaloosa for this
project. The other award is Crisis Care and Suicide Prevention for underserved populations.

e Round two of opioid settlement funds were received by ADMH to address prevention,
treatment, and recovery. There is an oversight commission for these funds.

Motion to approve minutes made by Erich Grommet.

State Coordinator Comments:

The next AIACC meeting will be April 21, 2025. Received applications being reviewed and will be put
forth to Membership/Bylaws committee.

Ages 0-5 Subcommittee

A joint meeting of the subcommittee met on November 21, 2024. These subcommittees activities are
focused on pilots in El system for screening and intervention. Screening piece is ongoing (7 pilot
programs) routinely screening for ASD at eligibility for Early Intervention (El). When those children are
identified, they are connected to a priority referral site around the state. This includes 3 CRS clinics for
ASD evaluations. The other pilot in El still needs sustaining funding. There are individuals trained on
strategies for working with young children and their parents. Those Autism Mentors are still available,
but the next step for the program is awaiting support and guidance. This has created space for
considering other issues related to Birth - Age 5. Part C to Part B services was a separate workgroup
within the Birth-5 group. The two separate subcommittees have been conversing to discover there is a
lot of overlap. This has been active with leadership of Stephanie Waters and Michelle McDaniel. There
are 50 people on email list and about 20+ people on meetings. There are many individuals and



experiences represented. There are consistent requests for training for childcare providers, preschool,
teachers, and interventionists.

Michelle McDaniel noted the groups have combined for workgroups. There has not been a meeting as
information was being collated together. However, a resource/provider list for what is available for
childcare providers across the state has been created. Those representatives are being invited to
workgroups to make sure they are involved in work moving forward. Next meeting anticipated in
February. Looking at how to embed information we already know is working well. El has piloted this
information, but it is also now moving into older ages beyond El 0-3 ages. Systems all operate a little
differently, but they are hoping to create something that works for everybody. We know there is a need,
and we have the information to fill the need. Funding for the work is needed at this point.

Dr. O’Kelley noted that the goal is that young children identified with ASD diagnosis can be fully included
in the environments they already are in. There are childcare providers who are willing and interested,
but don’t feel equipped. Problems from families indicates difficulty finding providers for childcare. The
group has been helpful for connecting existing resources to meet needs. The subcommittee is available
for joining on the AIACC website. Meet zoom quarterly. Next meeting is Feb 20 (Thursday afternoons)
from 1-2:30pm. Anyone joining subcommittee will be asked to join a workgroup.

Ages 6-13

Dr. Heather Jones noted the group meets monthly, 2" Tuesday of the month at 1 pm. Next meeting is
February 11 at 1 pm. Current projects include Sparks Clinic is working on sorting and compiling resource
list for families of those with new diagnosis. A linguist is working with the team to make sure it is
accessible for others. Working with Alabama Family Central — on website is not specific to ASD. Lauren
Till from Alabama Family Central joined December meeting and informed group how AFC works and how
to use. Service providers can input their own information, or we can batch send AFC information as well.
Easiest for providers to enter their own information. Service providers can request their information be
on the website and AFC will approve it. AFC maintains the website. AFC asked subcommittee for a list of
keywords and other search criteria to assist with searches. On AFC website, click “submit a service” and
can submit your service information, this is for service providers — it will go through Lauren Till to
approve. The other project is that new information from US Dept of Education in November 2024 re:
Functional Behavior Assessment Methodology being opened to all students regardless of IEP diagnosis to
reduce use of Exclusionary Discipline. Group will be presenting a workshop on this information at MEGA
this summer which is July 14™ — 18™. A RIC/RAN summer workshop will also be focused on getting this
information out. Last thing is that AIDB has first responder trainings in February in Decatur. Those are
just the few projects we’re working on. Reach out to Dr. Heather Jones if interested in joining.

Transition / Ages 14-20

Dr. Erich Grommet noted the group continues to work on resource website and work toward getting
panel discussion working again. First Monday of every month is the meeting schedule.



Adults / Ages 21+

Dr. Sarah Ryan noted the group is working on how to build community inclusion for adults with ASD and
how to support them in their advocacy efforts. Group is trying to identify how to foster and support self-
advocates attempts at organizing and pulling together groups for social outlet, without being intrusively
involved. Group is trying to organize something to where self-advocates can group together separate
from other neurotypicals. Trying to start there to build a foundation for self-advocacy that can be more
widely supported. Additional training and support for Psychiatry is still early in the works. Met with UAB
Psychiatry and asked what learning opportunities would be beneficial. That curriculum/information
could be built to better support statewide. Meet 4™ Wednesday of every month.

Diagnostics and Health

Dr. Schwartz noted meetings are pending this year. This subcommittee needs a co-chair. There is a lot of
work that can and should be done but needs more assistance. The focus is still updating standards of
practice needs to occur, needs to be adapted and modernized to move beyond specialty diagnostic
clinics. There is a lot of work being done in other subcommittees related to health. To know how to
advocate for a more cohesive system and know who is in the community and who needs what’ for
psychiatric and medical providers. They all need more information and experience in their practices, as
it is a very challenging area for providers/individuals to navigate. To move the subcommittee in the right
direction, a co-chair is needed.

Regional Autism Network

Region I: The University of Alabama at Huntsville RAN had 47 direct assistance inquiries, 16 technical
assists providing 6 family consultations, for professional training they trained 5 professionals and
reached 1524 people for public education. For successes UAH RAN has reestablished their constituency
board that had a couple more meetings, and they have meetings scheduled quarterly for 2025. Last fall
they incorporated Psychology Interns in addition to student staff to help RAN tasks. These interns were
specifically for support at public awareness events, answering the phone, maintaining lists of resources
and administrative support. UAH RAN staff and regional colleagues toured the new Pediatric Mental
Health Emergency Facility at Wellstone. Some challenges, they are looking for a program coordinator and
that search is ongoing. There is an absence of Medicaid providers for Autism Assessments for those over
the age of 5 in the North Alabama region. The most requested topic for areas of need that they have
encountered, families looking for information about where to go for evaluations and who offers ABA in
the area. Other topics were financial assistance, medical management resources, mental health
counseling, social support groups and options for OT/PT/ST. They have gotten a lot of requests from
professionals for information on who provides evaluations in the region, also resources on housing,
employment and school support. They have heard from attorney’s, service providers, mental health
professionals, and medical staff. Upcoming activities, January 28" there’s a collab with UA RAN/Disability
Resource Network to provide public education on SSI/SSDI programs via zoom. In February they have a
video modeling webinar with Dr. Allie Cramer, also in February they will attend the Alabama Autism



Conference in Tuscaloosa. In April they are planning to attend the national lifespan respite conference
and Alabama learning conference in Huntsville to represent RAN.

Region II: The University of Alabama RAN provided direct assistance to 27 people with 26 new referrals
coming from Tuscaloosa County. The common request was ABA therapy, diagnostic services, transition
support, housing assistance, and parent support groups. They provided technical assistance to three
professionals, addressing ABA therapy needs and autism-related resources. In professional training, the
ADOS-2 training was held for 23 professionals including BCBAs, psychometrists, and psychologists. They
have another one of these trainings planned for the spring. The greatest need continues to be potty
training individuals with ASD. To address this, they are collaborating with UAH RAN to create a parent
resource video series including a dedicated session on potty trainings. For public education RAN
participated in major outreach events reaching 1295 individuals. Notable events included Booktacular at
Tuscaloosa Public Library, which engaged over 1255 attendees and Books, Balls, and Blocks in
Birmingham, which provided resources to 30 parents. UA-RAN is also assisting in coordinating presenters
and topics for teacher training sessions this summer with South Alabama RAN. UA RAN also continues to
collab with AIACC subcommittees, statewide RAN meetings, and regional partnerships to expand
services and support for individuals and families affected by Autism.

Region lll: The University of South Alabama RAN had 106 direct assistance, 21 technical
assists/consultation, 552 for professional training and outreach, and 500 for public education. Some of
the things that were considered successes were partnering with USA’s psychological clinic, Alabama
Disability Advocacy Program, and Monroe County for educators, support staff, caregivers, and early
childhood professionals from Monroe, Washington, and Conecuh Counties. This half day workshop
focused on resources in the community, understanding IEP process, and behavioral strategies. We will
repeat that training in Evergreen on January 23™. We also partnered with Alabama Parent Education
Center in November to host a community training for caregivers and professionals in Mobile, focused on
navigating the special education systems services. We also participated in a community-wide Childcare
Resource Summit in Mobile, that was intended to serve as a roundtable discussion with community
providers that provide for Autism specifically and other special needs and childcare directors to provide
resources, information, and support to local childcare facilities. A larger community event will be held in
April and USARAN plans to participate. We hosted a Resource Fair in October to highlight services for
individuals with Autism and other developmental disabilities and provide a networking opportunity in
connecting families and providers across the Region Il area. There has also been an increase in referrals
to the RAN from community medical providers. Some of our challenges is family having access to
childcare specifically for summer care and afterschool care. Also, the growing need for providers in the
rural areas. Families are struggling to find providers for their children, and they’re having to travel long
distance, and transportation is an issue/not really having any options. Most requested topics and needs
are school issues, general information about ASD, and therapy (OT/Speech). The upcoming activities and
announcements are that USARAN now has an email list, anyone interested can sign up to receive
information about upcoming events and activities. USARAN has their previously mentioned training in
Evergreen on January 23, They also have another Disability Resource Fair on January 28" in Mobile at
the USA Strada Patient Care Center from 9am-3pm. USARAN will also host a “Caring for the Caregiver”
luncheon with speaker Erin Thompson, who is a parent of a child with Autism, on February 11th in
Mobile.



Region IV: Auburn RAN provided direct assistance to 67 individuals, 78 technical assistance or
consultations, and had 16 professional training/public education. They had two graduate students
assigned to RAN for the spring 2025 semester, they conducted a training at Vaughn-Blumberg
(residential), a new requester in Dothan. They also worked with Auburn city therapeutic programs to
provide lunch and learns to families and professionals. As far as barriers and challenges, just covering
requests for in-person and zoom events with a staff of three. Most requested topic is Autism 101.
Upcoming activities and announcements, collaboration with three area HeadStart’s for training/resource
fairs, the Alabama Autism Conference in February, and the constituency board meeting in January.

Region V: University of Alabama at Birmingham RAN provided direct assistance to 82 individuals, with 49
follow ups so 131 total. They had 39 technical assistance/consultation 10 follow ups so 49 total, and
professional trainings 15 events reaching 35 participants and public education they had 19 events which
had 845 participants. Successes include surpassing over 1,000 people on their list of persons served.
They also did a partnership with Children’s of Alabama Behavioral Health Ireland Center to visit their
Autism Clinic monthly and present RAN at their monthly lunch and learn. Challenges include finding
mental health counseling for teens and adults in rural counties, most must travel to Birmingham or
Huntsville. Also providing supports for families and schools to understand and use strategies with
Autistic teens who have behavioral difficulties such as how to deescalate a situation. The most requested
topics/needs for individuals/families were schools related concerns (IEP, behavioral issues, etc.), ABA
therapy and diagnostic services for children and adults. For providers and community members
(technical assistance, the most requested is training for behavioral support, ABA therapy and community
support options). As far as upcoming activities and announcements on January 15 there will be a
community education workshop in Pelham Public Library where the topic will be ABA therapy, on
January 29" from 11-12 Lunch and Learn on zoom will be held. Topic is the family guide to safety with
smartphones and online, with presents from the Horizon School and Disability Rights and Resources. On
February 12" from 9-1 a community education workshop and resource fair at Oxford Community Center
and on zoom, topic is working with young autistic children in the community and at home with autism
panel of experts. Also, interpretation services are available for all events on zoom.

Funding and Finance

Doris Hill noted presented on behalf of the Behavior Analyst Licensing Board. The Board is restructuring
and getting new members. Dr. Grommet is also on the board, and they are trying to get more admin
assistance, and there is more support from ADMH. The company that issues licenses and renewals has
transitioned which as well is the current focus of the group. New board members identified as well. The
October update of licensees is available here.

No new updates from Alabama Medicaid.

Member Updates:

Dr. O’Kelley noted that the Alabama Autism Conference will be held in Tuscaloosa on February 28. Focus
of preconference is community-based diagnosis for adults. Engaging with people with ASD across the

lifespan. If anyone is in a position to see adults in their practice is welcome to attend. Autism.ua.edu
will give full schedule, etc. of conference. Preconference is a separate registration and is in person only.
The conference on Friday is a hybrid conference. While there is a virtual option, it is encouraged to join
in person for networking opportunities. Speakers include Megan Roberts (SLP) on interventions with


https://mh.alabama.gov/alabama-behavior-analyst-licensure-board/
https://mh.alabama.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Alabama-Behavior-Analyst-Licensure-Board-Roster-10.04.2024.pdf
https://training.ua.edu/autism/

young children including parent mediated programs; Angela Scarpa (psychologist at Virginia Tech) on
emotional regulation in youth; Emily Kuschner (psychologist at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia) on
improving feeding and expanding diet in children with ASD. Other speakers are pending. Work is
underway on the preconference workshop, which will focus on “Diagnostics for Adults”. The purpose of
the preconference workshop is to empower and educate existing professionals. This is an area of
extreme need in Alabama. There is work ongoing with Autism Support of Alabama for scholarships and
sponsoring the personal perspective speaker. The MCH PATHS program will sponsor keynote Dr. Scarpa.
Registrations are open.

Dr. Schwartz noted that during the Pediatric Pandemic Network is working for resources for disaster
preparedness, specifically for autistic community. There is a survey to gather information about
resources that is in process.

Dr. Schwartz also noted that this Thursday at 1 pm (Council on Children with Dx) is hosting webinar over
zoom— diagnosis in primary care in your states. It may be tailored for specific audiences, but anyone can
attend and listen in.

Dr. Grommet noted that the Alabama Council on Developmental Disabilities has a grant opportunity out
right now (usually quick turnaround on submissions) innovative ideas RFP on website. For HCBS waiver
(ASD diagnosis alone doesn’t qualify for services in AL) From AC’s office for first time that 0 people are
coming off the waitlist this year. “Insufficient funds” or budget issues causing this to occur. This has
significant impact on providers and individuals. Anna noted that IQ of 72 is on ID waiver now.

Caroline Kimrey asked if anyone was looking to get waiver for those with ASD without ID. Dr. Grommet
noted that his workgroup is inquiring and advocating for this as submitting to public comment on waiver.
Dr. Sarah Ryan noted that related to the gap analysis — a big gap is requirement for ID to qualify for
waiver services. One of the next steps is recommendations from AIACC to change age caps on services,
but also requirement. Looking at difference between ID waiver and IDD waiver. DMH wants budgetary
analysis from AIACC. That is pending — to determine costs based on a gap analysis. Could continuance of
services for children occur into adulthood. Could look to other states for reference to see what is
working there. Needs planning time for adult services for waiver (to include other ages as well too). It’s
needed and it shouldn’t be that supports are only allowed if ID is present.

Wendi Glass noted that AIDB had updates:

They are 30 days out from opening their preschool for those with ASD in Decatur. They are starting with
a 3k classroom, and they are already maxed out on that classroom. They are looking to open 2 more
classrooms by the fall and are expected to need two more teachers who are interested and opening
more positions. In conjunction with the new openings, they are looking to increase their
parent/caregiver trainings for that area and providing a variety of opportunities for parents in Decatur to
come in and receive training in ASD, and it doesn’t have to be specific to ASD and sensory loss. Those
trainings could be toilet training, or something similar. The Decatur Police Dept. has requested that AIDB
perform 8-10 trainings on how to interact with not only those with ASD but those with other disabilities,
and sensory loss. They will be holding those trainings on the AIDB North Campus during the entire
month of February. They are open to providing additional trainings at any of the 10 regional centers
around the state if needed. They partner with community grant agency who is going to help present the
training as needed. They have established relationships with Arc of Madison County and Arc of Central



AL. They are trying to increase recruitment with BCBA’s. They are looking to establish partnerships to
bring on interns/other partnerships so students in graduate and undergraduate programs are introduced
to population early. As they are expanding, they are needing BCBA'’s in Talladega because that’s where
the bulk of their population resides, and they need BCBA’s in North Alabama. AIDB is okay with
contracting out for BCBA’s but prefers to hire own staff.

Ms. Michelle Creekmore discussed the new clinic with Arc of Madison in Dothan. They are also referral
to preschool and El services as needed.

Wendi Glass: Referring to the preschool, for this pilot they will be open from February to May. The
children have been consulted due to being served through El programs, and they are trying to discover
how to connect Part C to Part B work. They are searching for a provider make a connection on the front
end to prevent parents from having to retell the same story. They want to bridge that information over
on the front end, bring the child in and serve the child, and then bridge that information back over to the
K-12 system on the back end, it will help parents avoid telling their story. They now have team members
who can assist with this. They are pushing a seamless transition with program. They are going to have to
start being creative with most children who are not attending the program but are still in the area. ARDS
has a new building coming up on site, unsure of future potential, but it could be OT, PT, speech
outpatient services. Space is not the issue, however tailoring the services to that community is an issue.
But that is something that is being considered for the children who still need services in the community,
and those who are on that waiting list.

Dr. Richard Rector, Developmental Psychologist at Glenwood, noted that they have started a program for
kindergarten 1 week ago — a class of Hoover students. Hoover piloting all 8 slots to assist children to
prepare for a smoother transition to elementary school. 4 staff to 8 kids. Will receive OT and speech
from Glenwood.

Alan Deal noted that Faulkner is partnered with UA and UPenn for PCORI grant for people with ASD
diagnosis ages 12-25 study. Financial compensation for this study. 16—20-week study. Can do telehealth
meetings as well. emotiontherapy@ua.edu or adeal@faulkner.edu with interest.

Next meeting April 21, 2025.

Motion to Adjourn by Chenique Jeffress.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:40 a.m.
Next meeting: Monday, April 21, 2025, at AIDT
Recording Secretary: Anna McConnell
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